 English I course outline
Essential Questions: How does literature help us better understand ourselves?
· How do experiences shape personal identity?

· What is the importance of storytelling?

· What is the relationship between courage and responsibility?

· What is justice?

“Windham High School is a community of learners.  Our fundamental goal is to foster a passion for lifelong learning.  Windham High School is truly a place where all can wonder, explore, and achieve.”

~Excerpt from WHS mission statement

Contact information




Late nights and extra help
Kelly Bragdon





Mondays & Wednesdays from 2:00-3:00 OR by 

Schedule: Monday-Friday 9-2


             appointment 
 

(periods 5 (Rm 123), 6 (Rm 122), 7 & 8 (Rm 127)
kbragdon@rsu14.org or jkbragdon@hotmail.com 
892-1810 Ext 3315
Materials needed for class

Pen/pencil

Three-ringed notebook with all work divided into appropriate sections

Textbook/s

Independent reading book

Dividers 

Computer (fully charged) with power cord                  Planner/agenda
Literature for the year

Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare

 

Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Twelve Angry Men by Reginald Rose



After the First Death by Robert Cormier









Grading/Assessments
Your grades will be stored in Infinite Campus.  Although the system is electronic, I also keep a hardcopy of your grades to avoid any computer malfunctions.  A point system will be used for grading and point values will be determined by the assignment criteria.  For instance, an essay may be worth 100 points, while a classwork assignment may be worth 20 points. Your grades will be updated bi-weekly and you may access them anytime.  It is YOUR responsibility to keep track of your progress!  Please make sure to see me if you have any questions about your grades.  Remember, EFFORT is equally as important as a letter grade.  
Attendance policy

In accordance to school policies, I strongly emphasize the importance of attendance for learning in this highly participatory class.  A portion of each quarter grade is reserved for participation.  Learners cannot make adequate progress if they are not regularly present in class.  I ask families to do their best to keep me updated on special difficulties so that I can be as helpful as possible.   
Make-Up Work

If you miss a class, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to get your work from me.  Make sure you see me on the first day you return to class.  Circumstances and illnesses vary, yet generally make up work should be passed in ONE WEEK from the date of an absence to earn full credit.  If I do not receive your make-up work, I will simply put a zero in the gradebook.    

Discussion

Our class is a learning community that develops understanding through exchange of ideas.  I value and actively seek your opinions, reactions, and interpretations.  Everyone should feel free to share his or her thinking!  

· Participation:  To me, participation means not only speaking thoughtfully in the whole-class setting, but also speaking thoughtfully in small groups and pairs, writing thoughtfully, preparing projects that show enthusiasm and understanding, and listening with an open mind.  

Homework 
You should write down all your assignments in a planner and/or your google apps planning calendar.  You should prepare for 30-45 minutes of homework between class sessions.  On assignments designed for a longer time (essays and projects), you will need to spread out the work as scheduled rather than try to cram all the work into one night.  Use study halls wisely to complete your homework. 
Late work - Homework will be collected at the beginning of the period on the date due. Late

homework not covered in class on the due date may be turned in the following day for half credit (keep in mind – a 50 is far better than a 0 in the gradebook).  One low homework grade will be dropped per quarter. Major projects and writing assignments will lose seven points per day if they are late.  

Academic integrity (cheating)
Everything you pass in to me should be your own original work.  Cheating includes, but is not limited to, using “cheat sheets” on tests and quizzes, copying information from the Internet, downloading or stealing answer sheets, or copying answers from another student’s work.  See student handbook for more info. 

Electronic devices (cell phones, I-pods, etc)

Put all electronic devices away before you enter our classroom.  If I see your cell phone, I will take it without warning.  There will be occasions when you may listen to music; however, until I give the okay to do so, I do not want to see/hear them.    Thank you for your cooperation with this policy.  

Hat policy   

You ARE allowed to wear hats during our class!  (  Please wear your hat appropriately (i.e. not covering your eyes, face, etc).  I may ask you to remove your hat during a quiz or test and you are expected to do so without question.   Make sure your hat is appropriate for school! 

Portfolio/Notebook
To help you stay organized and prepared, you must put all handouts, assignments, and work in the appropriate sections of your notebook based on essential skills (see below).   SAVE EVERYTHING!  You will be responsible for creating and presenting a portfolio at the end of the year.   This portfolio will be a collection and reflection of what you have accomplished during our time together!  We will discuss the details as we move through the year.  Keep in mind that your portfolio will count towards the final exam grade.  Once you get an assignment, add it to your binder!  This will help you put together your portfolio.
Course objectives are aligned with Common Core State Standards and the WHS English department scope and sequence.  Standards introduced and assessed in English I (each includes a set of performance indicators which are the skills students will practice in order to demonstrate proficiency in the standard).
Language:

· Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. (CCSS Anchor 1)

Reading:

· Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. (CCSS Anchor 10)

Writing: 

· Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. (CCSS Anchor 1)
· Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content (CCSS Anchor 2)
· Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources to conduct short as well as more sustained research projects based on focused questions, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation, while assessing the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrating the information while avoiding plagiarism. (CCSS Anchor 7 & 8)

· Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS Anchor 9)

Listening and Speaking:

· Students will participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions as well as present information conveying a clear and distinct perspective.  
I look forward to getting to know you over the course of the year and I look forward to learning with you.  Please see me if you have any questions, need extra assistance, or just want to talk.  
Thank you!  ( 
Ms. Bragdon 
I have read and understand the course outline for English I with Ms. Bragdon.  
Student signature: __________________​​_________________________ Date: 

Student name: ______________________________________________

Parent/guardian signature: ​____________________________________ Date:
Parent/guardian name: _______________________________________ (please specify relationship) ________________
Parent/guardian cell/work number: ________________________________

Parent/Guardian email address: ________________________________

*I will set up a parent distribution list at the beginning of the year. I will frequently email parents with information about our class so please provide an email address.  
